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Meanwhile Alaungpaya had reached Dagon and was sending
urgent messages to Negrais asking for guns and ammunition.
Equally urgent requests for help were reaching Pondicherry
from Bruno and the Mon Heir Apparent, who were organizing
the defence of Syriam. Alaungpaya was in a fix. His equipment
was inadequate for an attack on the Mon port. Moreover, there
were difficulties in the north, which necessitated his return to
his capital. The Manipuris were raiding, the Shans were
restless, and a member of the old Toungoo royal family was
threatening to invade from Siamese territory.
Before starting on his journey upstream Alaungpaya sent
a second embassy to Negrais, and Henry Brooke decided that
the only safe course lay in a treaty giving formal recognition to
the British possession of the island in return for a promise of
military stores. So Captain George Baker was sent to follow the
king up to Shwebo with a draft treaty, identical with the one
rejected by the Mons, and a handsome present of cannon.
Baker found the king in a very angry mood. He had heard
that some English trading vessels, including a Company's ship,
the Arcot, had joined with the French and Mons of Syriam in
attacking the Burmese garrison at Rangoon. Baker completely
failed to shake his conviction that Henry Brooke had double-
crossed him. But the present of cannon mollified him, and,
although refusing to set his seal to such a thing as a treaty, he
signified his willingness to consider the grant of trading privi-
leges at Negrais and Bassein. It was left that the negotiations
were to be resumed after Alaungpaya's return to Rangoon.
During a brief stay at Shwebo the king with the greatest
energy tackled the problems which had caused him to suspend
operations in the south. A punitive expedition against Manipur
wrought such havoc that it is referred to in Manipuri records
as the 'first devastation*. It was to be followed by many others.
A strong detachment went to the Shan states and received
tokens of submission from most of them. Alaungpaya was also
accorded official recognition by the Viceroy of Yunnan. Then
having mustered a large additional force of Shan and Chin
levies, he returned to Rangoon to direct operations against
Syriam.
There he was met early in 1756 by Ensign John Dyer and